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More about this scene


A natural progression maybe from the 19th-century enclosed public baths and wash-houses, Lidos sprang up in the 1930s all around London. It is regrettable that their popularity died as aquatic requirements became more sophisticated; many have disappeared completely, or lie dormant - for instance, the recently-listed Uxbridge Lido, and Ruislip, where the buildings have been reduced to pub use. In the face of vastly expensive fitness centres, it is highly unlikely that such a phenomenon will be seen again.
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Memories of Enfield, the Open Air Swimming Pool c1955



For many years now, we've been inviting visitors to our website to add their own memories to share their experiences
of life as it was, prompted by the photographs in our archive.
These memories are of Enfield, The Open Air Swimming Pool c.1955







Sparked a Memory for you?






If this has sparked a memory, why not share it here?
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Cliff Richard At Pool








This is where I learnt to swim in about 1956 as a 7 year old.  The wooden changing cubicles were pretty primitive, looking back.  I remember the cafe/shop which sold hot bovril. There was also a Brylcream machine at 1p a shot. I remember when I was about 10, Cliff Richard being at the pool and him being mobbed, leaving me in an empty pool.  I got my cubs swimming badge here, or was it the Bronze Life Saving badge?
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Dont Forget The Bread And Marge








Clearest memory of those days is the short walk down from George Spicers, cossies and towels tucked under our arms plus the compulsary rubber hat.
Afterwards we could buy a thick slice of bread and marge for a penny.  It was always cold and you didn't seem to warm up for the rest of the day.  I never did learn to swim as a school girl, so spent my time during the annual swimming gala beside the art ...see more
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Brrrr   It Was Cold!








There used to be a big sign outside the pool which displayed the temperature of the water that day. When it was our day for swimming, one of us was sent down from George Spicers school to see what the day's torture would be. The threshhold was 58 degrees F - if above, we all trooped down there. I remember a number of times the runner came back with the news it was 57! Funny that.
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More Of Enfield








Swimming at the open air pool was so compulsory at George Spicer and then Kingsmead schools but then we grew a little and in the holidays worked at Pearsons and danced at the Court above Burtons in the market square. Those days it was safe to walk home at night and everyone seemed to know everyone, the town seemed so small and people were actually nice to each other. We started off in Graeme Road and moved to ...see more
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Website hand-made by Frith, since 1998.


All rights reserved. See the

Terms & Conditions
of Use for our site.



© Copyright Frith Content Inc 1998-2024.
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Embed This Photo










You may copy this code to your website or blog to display this photo.



Learn more.










Choose a size:

	
Large - 600px

	
Medium - 250px

	
Small - 185px















By using this service you agree to

our terms and conditions of use.




Strictly for non-commercial use.

Commercial users
contact us.
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More about

Image Optimisation
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All our photos are printed as optimised versions of their originals, this process can take anything from 15 minutes to several hours. This ensures that the product you get shows the true quality that Frith photos are renowned for.



Example of image retouching:
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Genealogy & Research Images





Close ×








Despite over 20 years’ work on the archive, these scans have still not been individually checked and may prove to be damaged, faded, or not of sufficient quality to ever be offered in our full product range.  However, if you would particularly like to buy one of these
please get in touch
quoting the Frith negative number,(s) the town name and size of print you would like to buy. On receipt of your enquiry our archivist will check the scan and advise you if the quality is good enough.
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What is an Album?








An album is a way to save a selection of Frith photos, maps and memories that are of interest to you.



Creating an Album enables you to make short lists and then make a final selection from the album. In particular it makes ordering things like calendars much easier - simply create an Album of the 12 photos you like and then use the Album when placng your order - our order process will give you this option.



You can create as many Albums as you want, so perhaps make one for your hometown, where you live now, where your parents live now etc.
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